Measuring thought disorder with clinical rating scales in schizophrenic and nonschizophrenic patients.
The distinction between disorders of thought structure and disorders of thought content in a diagnostically heterogeneous psychiatric population was empirically tested using factor analysis applied to the item scores on two common clinical rating scales, the Brief Psychiatric Rating Scale and Andreasen's Thought, Language, and Communication Scale. The factor structure supported the separation of disordered thinking into disorders of thought content and disorders of thought structure or communication. Additionally, our results indicate that both aspects of disordered thinking are present in schizophrenic and manic patients; neither is specifically characteristic of schizophrenia. Indeed, disordered thought structure appears to be more common or worse in the manic patient than in the schizophrenic patient.